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Welcome to the latest copy of Links to Learning; our school curriculum newsletter, providing you with academic 
information and activities related to the teaching and  learning experiences your children are part of at CWBS. 

 
Our aim is to provide you with some ideas about the curriculum and education happening here, as well as include some 
great activities to do with your children. We publish this newsletter to keep you informed of updates from our classes 
as well as provide ideas and examples of a range of inquiry thinking and learning skills you can all connect to. 
 
Through participating in many of  these activities and ideas, you can build up some enjoyable ways to inspire and extend 
your children's inquiry experiences. This will also help us all gain a greater understanding of how our curriculum and   
learning encompasses a variety of skills. The “inquiry experience” is a truly dynamic opportunity of personal learning for all. 

The central purpose of teaching and learning is to help students develop and extend concepts they use, to                       
understand the world they live in, to solve problems and to communicate what they now know.  
Knowledge consists of bodies of information. A new concept is developed when meaningful connections are made        
between bodies of knowledge and other already existing concepts, and making those connections lead to a deeper       
understanding of the world and an improved ability to solve problems this dynamically changing world presents us. 
 
Humans are by nature makers of meaning. The challenge of effective “teaching” is to help students achieve genuine 
and sophisticated understandings, that help them function effectively and independently in an increasingly complex world. 
 
Effective learning for life in the 21st Century recognises that: 
 Our access to  knowledge is increasing at a truly exceptional rate and on a daily basis , requiring learners to     

process and evaluate knowledge, not just acquire it. 
 The world is changing rapidly, requiring learners to anticipate the unknown and adapt to change, not just respond to 

it 
 Future employment prospects increasingly require an ability to transfer skills and learning effectively. 
 Learning to work and solve problems collaboratively is becoming as important as learning to work individually. 
 Developing self confidence in learners, as well as having a range of versatile academic competencies in their       

different learning  areas, are essential to learners as successful individuals. 
 Constructive critical thinking is a tool necessary for individual and collective survival, students must learn to be able 

to make their own well-informed judgments. 
 
Central to this need to be teaching for understanding is the use of guiding or key questions. The act of framing these open 
or generative questions causes teachers and adults to focus on the reasons why they are teaching that particular body of 
information and thus  helps them ensure that the knowledge and skills they are teaching are relevant and meaningful 
 
In conclusion the purpose of teaching and learning could be described under three headings: 
 Learning how to learn: students realistically evaluate and self regulate their own performance and understandings. 
 Inquiry learning skills: Using the strategies and supports that teachers and adults provide to facilitate student inquiry 

by formulating their own questions or seeking answers to prescribed ones. 
 Critical thinking: this means to be curious, to question, to connect, to search for alternative reasons and                

explanations, to challenge, to be able to stand back and take an objective view. 



In the last Links to Learning, we discussed and shared information on the “Six 
Thinking Hats” which we have been using across CWBS this year.  

 

Here are some simple reminders of the meaning of each of these hats:  

The Six Thinking Hats can be applied to many situations in which brainstorming, problem solving,          
creative and lateral thinking are required. This strategy is not just useful for adults but can be used in 
everyday interactions with young children as well. With the use of this technique, children learn to        
understand and interpret tasks better, make their feelings known and thus feel that their opinions matter 
and they can find possible solutions and ideas to act on. Most importantly it promotes reflection on the 
actions taken. You don’t need to sit down as a family and wear the hats to make it a tangible experience 
for the children. There are a variety of natural, authentic and subtle ways in which the Thinking Hats 
could  come into play with the daily interactions at home.  

 
Here are some activities / questions that you might like to try when using a few of the hats: 
 

Let’s use our Thinking Hats at home! 

How can the Six Thinking Hats be adapted at home?  
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White Hat:   Thinking about FACTS             Students describe the information about something 

Red Hat:       Thinking about FEELINGS     Students describe what they feel about something and why 

Yellow Hat:   Thinking about STRENGTHS    Students consider what is good and positive about something 

Black Hat:    Thinking about PROBLEMS       Students identify potential issues, problems and difficulties  

Green Hat:   Thinking about NEW IDEAS   Students consider what is now possible, what we can now do 

Blue Hat:     Thinking about THINKING     Students consider what questioning is needed to move forward 

Colour   
Hat 

Younger Children  Older Children 

White  
Hat 

 

 This is mostly used through sharing of 
information. Children at this age are in 
need of adults who can stimulate them by 
identifying objects found in the house, point 
to objects touched and manipulated.                                            
By constantly asking your child “what is 
that?” you encourage the use of the                             
White Hat thinking.   

Children at this age can be asked to give specific 
information to questions asked. But instead of the 
usual “what is that?” questions you can use        tech-
niques like “I spy with my two eyes (something that is 
round and bounces)…what is that?” Another fun ac-
tivity is asking your child to look at what he / she is 
wearing and then to describe in detail what he / she 
has on while closing his / her eyes. 
 
Reading:  using the White Hat with  
older children :  

You can look for facts about  the 

title; author; illustrator; main characters 
Setting; other interesting facts about the book  

http://www.google.com.hk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/upload/yuiupload/246788546.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/story.php%3Ftitle%3Dwhich-thinking-hat-are-you&usg=__0E5OLps4KTQpIcwhcYT2hng4aso=&h=375&w=450&sz=30&hl
http://www.emofaces.com/en/emoticons/w/white-hat-emoticon-six-thinking-hats-neutral-and-objective.gif
http://www.emofaces.com/en/emoticons/w/white-hat-emoticon-six-thinking-hats-neutral-and-objective.gif
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Colour  
Hat 

Younger Children  Older Children 

Red 
Hat 

It is always best to start early in helping your child 
gain control and mastery of his / her emotions. At 
this age the most important task is to help your 
child identify his / her feelings. By naming the 
emotions attached to a particular action or event it 
makes a connection to your child on how to 
“feel” in certain situations. For example, by telling 
your child “I know you feel upset when Mommy 
leaves you to go to work” helps them identify what 
their emotion is. 
 
Showing them pictures and telling them how the 
person in the picture looks like also helps them 
develop an understanding of emotions  
                                                                             
i.e. “Look the boy in the picture is smiling,  
he is happy.”     
                                                                                     
Can you show me / draw me / make me                        
a happy face?” 

Make a “How do I feel today” chart. 
Paste pictures of different expressions and paste 
them on pieces of cardboard. On a big board write 
“How do I feel today?” and using a clothespin, let your 
child hang the picture that expresses 
how they feel on that period. You can also promote 
Red Hat thinking while reading storybooks 
by pointing out how the characters must have “felt 
during that time           i.e. “How do you think the first 
little pig felt when his house fell down?” 
 
Reading:  using the Red Hat with  
older children :  
 
 How did the story make you feel? 
 
 How did you feel about the characters? 
 List them and write your feelings for each. 
 
 Overall, what emotion was the author trying to 

make you feel? 
 
 What is your opinion of the story? 

Let’s use our Thinking Hats at home! 

Colour   
Hat 

Younger Children  Older Children 

Green  
Hat 

 

Arts and crafts are not just for aesthetic 
purposes. By doing arts and crafts with 
your children you are developing creativity 
which is essential to Green Hat thinking.  
 
Children at this stage need to be 
exposed to open‐ended art activities 
where there is no right or wrong way 
of doing the activity.  
 
Try making sponge paintings, use play 
dough, collages and other interesting art 
activities that allow your child to make use 
of different materials in different ways. 

Imagination is best fostered when materials at hand 
offer limitless suggestions. Before buying your child a 
new toy, try to ask yourself, will this toy be used for 
one purpose alone? What else can it be used for? If 
the answer to these questions are yes and I don’t 
know then it’s best to look for other toys to buy your 
children. Construction toys like duplo or lego blocks 
are always a sure way to promote creativity. Creativity 
is also fostered when reading to your child. Green hat 
thinking is promoted by asking 

 
 

 
Reading:  using the Green Hat with  
older children :  
What new ideas did the author / do you have in: 
 Development of the plot 

 Characters 

 How did the author  / could you make the                    
story different? 

 How would express other new ideas which you think 
would improve the story  

http://www.emofaces.com/en/emoticons/r/red-hat-emoticon-six-thinking-hats-emotions-and-feelings.gif
http://www.emofaces.com/en/emoticons/g/green-hat-emoticon-six-thinking-hats-creative-lateral-thinking.gif
http://www.emofaces.com/en/emoticons/r/red-hat-emoticon-six-thinking-hats-emotions-and-feelings.gif


 

     Fun with Task Cards: Sustainability 

A chart to chat about 
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Sustainability: How do we reduce the use of plastic bags               
 

Things to collect: paper, pencils, newspaper, examples of cloth shopping bags 
 

The way to go: Each year an estimated 500 billion to 1 trillion plastic bags are consumed      
worldwide. Billions of plastic bags end up as litter each year. 
                                                                                                                                                             
Can you think of an alternative to using plastic bags?  
 Using newspaper and masking tape, make a model of a bag that could fit at least five items from the shop 
 On another piece of paper, draw a design for the bag and write a message about the advantages of not 

using plastic bags (You may need to ask questions and do some inquiry to answer this) 
 Publish your design using a computer programme that you know. 

Sustainability: Can art work be created from waste materials 
 

Things to collect: paper, pencils, waste items, construction materials 
 

The way to go:  
We are going to have an art exhibition in our house, where we can all display            
something we have made. 
 
 Create a piece of artwork from the things that are left over, or that are no longer needed in the house 
 To get some ideas, look at pictures / photos that show arts made of recycled materials 
 Be prepared to have an exhibit in your home—designate a space where your work can go on show 
 Be able to tell people what your art is about, what it means, and why you chose the materials you have. 

Sustainability: How can we promote our message about reducing 
or recycling waste 
 

Things to collect: paper, pencils / markers, coloured paper, cardboard, glue or sticky tape 
 
The way to go:  
 Trace around your own hand at least five times, cut out each of these hands 
 On each hand, write what you would like to learn about or do to reduce waste 
 Sticky tape or glue your cut out hands onto a poster and keep track on them of your successes. 
 As a family, all make a pledge and agreement on your hand cut outs, and put these on display in the 

house, where you can all see what you are going to do together to reduce / recycle as a family. 
Set a goal for everyone at home 

Fill in the table with some of 
your ideas and thoughts, and 

share these with someone  

Positives  Minuses Interesting 

Recycling of: 
 

_____________________ 
 

   

Reducing of: 
 
 

_____________________ 

   



 

           More on 21st Century Skills 

Information and comments included from: 21st Century Skills, Learning for life in our times;  Bernie Trilling & Charles Fadel 
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21st  

Century  

Learning  

Knowledge  

Work  

Learning 

Research 

Thinking  

Tools 

Digital  

Lifestyles 

Four powerful forces are converging and leading us towards new ways of learning for life in the         
21st Century, namely: 
 
 Knowledge work:     Todays knowledge work is done collaboratively in teams, with team members often spread 

across multiple locations, using  a digital toolbox of devices and services to coordinate their project work. The need 
for knowledge workers to create and innovate new products and services that solve real problems and meet the 
needs of real customers is a major driving force for economic growth  and work in the 21st century. Pressure is    
increasing on education systems, to teach in ways that will produce knowledge workers and innovators, that todays 
businesses need to be successful. 

 

 Thinking Tools:     Technology and the digital devices and services that fill a knowledge workers toolkit—the think-
ing tools of our time– may be the most potent forces for change in the 21st Century. Thinking and knowledge tools 
are helping us to learn, work and be creative. The mental tasks of knowledge work (accessing, searching, analysing, 
storing, managing, creating communicating and collaborating) have now become more powerful, integrated, con-
nected and easier to use. 

 

 Digital lifestyles:     Our children's lifelong immersion in all things digital has given them a whole new set of desires 
and expectations. These ― digital natives expectations‖ present new demands on our education system. A one way 
broadcast approach to learning does not work well for these students. New ways to make learning interactive,         
personalised, collaborative, creative, and innovative, are needed to engage and keep these students actively     
learning in schools everywhere. 

 

 Learning Research: Five key findings from research in the science of learning can be used to direct and 
guide our efforts to reshape learning to meet our times.  

  Authentic Learning :  The setting in which a new skill or knowledge is genuinely used in the world, supplying a 
more authentic  context for learning, increases the chance that a lesson will be remembered and can be used in 
similar situations. 

  Mental Model Building:  Recognising what you already know from past experiences, what you currently believe 
from the latest versions of your ñmental modelsò are important. Building and manipulating external models (physical / 
virtual) help us visualise and further develop our internal mental models 

 Internal Motivation: The advantages of being internally motivated to learn, as opposed to learning for just external 
motivations are showing  high success. When people have an emotional connection to what is being learned,     
learning can be sustained for longer.                                                                

 Multiple Intelligences : Competence comes in a variety of forms and intelligences and is exhibited in a wide       
assortment of behaviours. How to personalize learning and how to differentiate instruction for diverse classrooms 
are two educational challenges of the 21st learning. 

 Social Learning: Learning in a community of learners who share knowledge, questions, skills, progress and       

passion for a subject is how people now learn when they participate in learning conversations. 
 
These four forces are creating the need for new forms of learning in the 21st century.                                                
Supplying the tools, environments and guiding principles required to support 21st century learning practices, is 
now critical when planning our curriculum and learning engagements as a whole  -  at home or at school. 

 
        
 



 

          Fun with Task Cards: Guinness Book of Records  

What skills and qualities would I need to become a record 
breaker? 
 
Things to collect: paper, pencils, Guinness World Record book / site, ruler etc 
 
The way to go:  
 Select at least 5 records that could be broken by teams and complete this table for these 
 Discuss what the benefits  / disadvantages are for attempting a world record as a team vs as an 

individual  -  as well as the different learner profile attributes they would need for this. 

Traci Salter CWBS 2011 

Where have world records been broken? 
 
Things to collect: pencils, paper, Guinness World 
Records books, computer / iPad etc. with internet       
access for http:www.guinnessworldrecords.com 
 
The way to go: 
 On a T-Chart, list a least five world records and the  

countries in which they were broken. 
 Find at least two of the countries on Google Earth, by typing in the name and zooming in on the location. 

Make notes about what you notice about this region on Google Earth, when you look at these places. 
 Label the locations using post it notes on a world map / in an atlas you may have at home. 
 Record your directions for how to travel to any of these locations from Hong Kong. 
 What type of transport would you realistically use to get there from home? Why? 

World Record Country where this  
took place 

  

  

How big is that? 
 
Things to collect: newspaper, paper, pencils, markers, string, tape measures, rulers  
 
The way to go: 
Many Guinness World Records record the biggest, smallest , shortest  and tallest, of a       
particular animal,  person or thing . 
 Choose one ―biggest, smallest, tallest, shortest ‖ record. What size is it? Look for the dimensions in the 

record and write these down. 
 Can you possibly convert these to similar standard measures to compare them?  (cm to m) (ml to l) etc 
 Using string or and any measuring equipment, is it possible to map out how big it actually is? 
 Compare the biggest and smallest against each other. If you could, how many of the one would you need 

to measure against and equal the other?  
 Research and list a Guinness World Record that would be suitable to make a life sized model. Discuss 

why you think this would be suitable to build this model compared to another that is not suitable. 
 Use your string and tape measure again, to make a two dimensional  model representation of the record 

you have chosen. 
 If there is a record you would like to make or break, tell someone about this—and use all six of the          

Thinking Hats to explain your challenge and idea to them. 

Title of Record No of people  
Involved 

Category 
This is part of 

Area of         
expertise 
that may   
needed 

Skills  each 
member of the 
team may need 

to have   

Qualities       
members of the 

team would 
need 

Equipment the 
team may 

need to use 

       

http://www.google.com.hk/imgres?imgurl=http://covers.powells.com/9781904994589.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.powells.com/biblio%3Fisbn%3D9781904994589&usg=__HDH8mxwBmCrkHMmhEmDGdAOSRJQ=&h=162&w=120&sz=12&hl=en&start=11&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=PzahVXUbHCn2UM:


To further develop our thinking strategies when inquiring into different subject areas, we need to practice thinking skills on 

a regular basis. This can be done in a fun and approachable way in which students want to participate and challenge     

themselves. We are including some activities in this section, which you can use again and again, as you all enjoy “bettering 

your brain power” while having a good time in the process. Compare your notes with each other after each activity and    

discuss your  answers, as well as the  reasons for your answers, and see just how much you learn from each other as well!! 

 

 

Fun thinking challenges for the family 

In two minutes name things: 
 That have a flat surface 

 That you can make music with 

 That can be trimmed 

 That might fit in a matchbox 

 That are operated with batteries 

 That can float 

 That leave a mark 

Give five or more uses for: 

 An old calendar 

 A wig 

 A flyswatter 

 A biscuit cutter 

 Earmuffs 

 A saucepan lid 

 A sponge 

More ideas to think about: 

 Name things that are sticky 

 Name things people collect 

 Name things that are hard to 

give away 

 Name things that you can  

balance on your fingers 

A-Z challenges: Write answers from A-Z 
 Alphabet Kingdom  -  all the things that a King 

might have there. 

 Alphabet mini-beasts - of creatures smaller 

than you 

 Alphabet quick—things that can move quicker 

than you 

 Alphabet games of any kind 

Team Challenges for the family 

.  
 
 
 

Can you and your family solve these òthinker stinkersó together 

 
A) Kelly, Sam and Sara are all at the ice cream shop having ginger beer floats. Kelly never slurps like Sara, the 

youngest. Sam, the older, only scoops like  Jenny, the oldest. Jenny does what Sara and Kelly do and she 
sips. Determine seven important and relevant facts from this information  - that you now know for sure. 

 
B) Jim had not helped his mother with washing for a long time. He has only three clean shirts and two clean 
pairs of shorts to wear today. The shirts are red, black and purple. His shorts are blue and green. List all the  
possible outfits Jim could wear today. What would happen if we added two more pairs of coloured shorts. 
 
C)  Holly, Emma, Liz, Maya and Addy all went to Buckingham Palace on a tour during their holiday in England. 
They walked into a beautiful room with the largest dining table they had ever seen. They each sat at the table and 
imagined sipping tea with the queen. 
 
Holly sits three places to the right of Emma, Liz sits between Maya and Addy. There are two seats between Liz 
and Addy on Lizôs right. Addy sits two places to the left of Emma. There are five seats between Maya and Emma 
on Mayaôs left, and Holly is sitting in one of those seats. Addy is the only sitting at the end of the table. 
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With the help of the table here, 

place the names of the girls beside 

the chairs where you think they sat  



Try and see if you can find some answers to these  
“Thinker Keys”  and “Quizzy Questions” 

Kids giving it a go! 

What is the probability of flipping two coins 
and getting TWO heads? 

What is the probability of getting TWO tails? 
What is the probability of getting one head 

and one tail? 
Give it a go and write down your results! 

Then explain how you may have a better chance of 
getting one head and one tail. 

 

 Maths challenges 

The Picture Key 

“BAR” Key 
B = Bigger 
A= Add something on 
R= Remove something 

 
 

Use the BAR key to change, improve  
or redesign a new version of either: 
 
1) Ocean Park 
2) Disneyland 
3) Mc Donalds 
4) Your favourite shopping centre 

The Construction Key 

Reverse  Key 
List as many things that you can, 

that cannot be kept dry                    
using an umbrella 

 

C
o

o
l i

n
ve

n
ti

o
n

s 

What do you think this set of 
inventions are all about? 
What is he trying to do? 

Why do you think he is doing 
this? 

What If Key 
What would be some    
possible problems or positives if:  
 

1) Shops decided on their own, when they 
wanted to open and close 

2) The whole world only spoke one language 
3) There were no “bugs” around 
 

Any comments or ideas 
you would like to share, 
let Ms Salter know by 
sending an email to: 
 
traci.salter@cwbs.edu.hk 

Watzzzz up?? 

Construct a bridge using only 1m of sticky tape, 20 straws and 1 
A4 piece of cardboard or paper. It must 
be able to stand by itself. (no support) 
 
Draw a design before you start 
Take a photo after you have finished. 
 
Compare the two designs  -  and discuss what you could do          
differently next time round. 
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What would this    
picture have to do 

with a surprise party 
at CWBS? 

 
Tell us eight 

thoughts you have 
on this idea. 

What would this    
picture have to do 
with a your next 

planned holiday? 
 

Tell us ten             
interesting ideas 

about this. 

Tell us about 
this picture 
ééé.  
What  

do you think 
this is    

connected 
toéé. 


